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“Both business and government require the arts of compromise, salesmanship and marketing
The trick is knowing when to use them.”
BEARRY A. WALKER 5R.: Businessman, town councllman, chel, muslclan, family man

Barry A. Walker Sr. performs with his band, Fatback and the Groove Band, at his Columbia restaurant, Mac's -:m"rt.un o



Many paths lead to success

HEHEE ITTHEN-BoAA HLESTHE STATE

Walker chops fresh collards at his restaurant.

Mac’s on Main owner
creates recipe for
am% in business
politics

By TIM FLACH
Staff Writer

The eclectic mix on the walls of Mac's
n Main reflects the diverse interests of
larry A. Walker Sr-
| Culsine awards, particularly for peach
obbler
I Autographed pictures of politicians,
ke former U5, Sen, Fritz Hollings, and
ramead letters from others, incloding
jov. Mark Sanford
| Signed photos from musicians who
ave performed and eatan thers, inched-
i BB King, Chuck Mangione and the
ite Ray Charles
Pictures of Irmio beauty queens, along
fith a tally shest noting Walker's elec-
on last apring to Irmeo Town Council.

It was learning to play music as 8
wnager, Walker sald, that instilled the
iscipling and drive that |ater helped him
eoome his own boss and get involved
i bacal politics.

I want ta be part af the people who
et together over tea and make deci-
one," e eald.

“T'm on that team now.”

Walker iz the head chef and cwmer of
Iec’s on Main, a downtown Columbia
angoaf since its opening in 199, Mac's
raws customers dressed in bath tuxe-
oeg and in blue jeans, who dine on tra-

ditional Sauthern fare and listen
to jazz and bloes at night.

“Barry's a spdrit,” said Jimnmy
Bland, one of the musicians who
jams at Mac’s on Main under
Walker's papis. “He's a lot of
things a lot of folks would like to
h'

Entreprensurial spirit. The =elf-
taught chef known as Fatback —
a nickname fram his days as a
high school football lineman in
Morwalk, Conn. — & involved in
several entreprensurial

He jams with other musicians
in Fatback and the Groove Band,
sesbons he calls “my therapy, my
comfort.”

He blended his passion for
copking and music into “The
Mac"s an Main Cooking Guide,”
featuring family recipes and a

of dise with his hand's songs
L0 %}' while cooking.

e recently created what he
said i6 less-fattening Fried chicken,
with soy sasce and spices, after
USC foothall coach Steve Spurtier
complained that his players” fond-
s Tor the dish shows them down.
Walker dubbed it “Spurrier
chicken.”

Now, Walker is aiming to be-
ome the star af o baally televissd
cooking show, He's also searching
for a &ite for his second Mac's
branch, possibdy in the Upstate.

BT LSRR PEOAL 10 THE S1ATE
Walker also is a member of Irmo Town Couneil.

"1 don't think I'm too busy,”
Walker said of all the pots he
keeps boiling. "T'm not finished.”

Hiz mother-in-law agraes.

“He's abways bean a go-patter,”
said Marcheta Kidd. "He Ekes to
be involved in a lot of things.”

Whalker came to the Midland:
15 years ago on a job tramsfer for
a computer firm, settling in Irme
hecause of the quality of schools
for his three children.

After tiring of corporate life, he
struck out an his own 85 a restau-
ratear. His cooking is based on
family recipes learned from rela-
tives in Moncks Camer, whom he
aften visited as a youngster.

Leaming patience. [t's not rest-
lessness that drives him, Walker
sald, bt simply planming ahead to
stay in front.

That's the same message he's
preaching to other Irmo keaders in

calling for an update of a 10-year-

Whalker zaid he's learning pa-
tience when it comes to politics.

HKathy Condom, elected to
council shartly before Walker, said
he is finding that being one of five
town leaders Is “a whole different
thing® than being the boss who
ety the tome,



It took Walker four fries over
five years to win election fo coun-
cil. When he finally did, he got
nearly as many votes as the other
four candidates combined.

That persistence to win an of-
fice reflects a degire “to give back
to a community that's been so
good to me.” Walker said, and to
be a model for youngsters.

Besides a fresh perspective as
a newcomer to Town Hall,
Walker's connections in Columbis
provide “a golden opportunity for
the two communities to commu-
nicate and cooperate,” Irmie Mayor
John Gibbons said

There's been talk that Walker
could have inferest in higher po-
litical office, though he downplays
that notion. “1 want o see how 1
da an this level,"” he zaid

His soft-spoken wife, Susan —
whaose nickname, Mac, is where
his restaurant gets its mame — said
her huskand is “always out there
doing something”® for their busi-
ness, community and family.

But, she said, there"s one thing
he can't please her aboat, no mat-
ter how he tries: the pesch cobbler
for which thelr restaurant is
known,

It's not his faolkt, she said. “T'm

basically an apple person.®

Reach Flach af (803} 771-8483
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BARRY A. WALKER
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AGE: 43

PERSOMAL: Morried,
three children

CAREER: Come to the
Midigareds Iﬁmﬂmﬁu
compcler programmer be-
fore lecrving corporete life in
1999 to open Columbia’s
Maoc's an Maoin; won elee.
Han b Irmo Town Cotrctl
last spring on fourth try

QUOTABLE: “Baoth business
et government require the
arts of compromise, sales.
manship and marketing.
The trick B knowing

toy use them.”



